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Lake Forest Resort 
What is behind all those white chairs?

By Dave and Judy Mankus

When boats cruise by our waterfront you can see curious looks. 

Why so many chairs? There is no sign or banner declaring our 

presence, just chairs.

The story of Lake Forest starts as a family camp, as so many 

around the lake did. It was built in 1925 by Dr. James and 

Mable Coons with the "camp" amenities of that time. Water 

was drawn from the lake, while a wood cookstove positioned 

behind a fireplace built from rocks gathered along the shore 

provided heat for cooking, hot water, and warmth.

The camps between the "Needles" and the "Coonswood" were 

known as "Ministers Row" because five of the owners were 

ministers. Families would travel to the camps along the north 

shore for the Christmas holidays by train to the Burleyville 

Station and then by a horse-drawn sleigh. The final distance 

was covered with hand-drawn sleds laden with the provisions 

for the holiday. 

"Camping " was the best term for the experience, as the 

necessities included a cold outhouse and the camps were not 

insulated. Registers allowed heat from a parlor stove downstairs 

to provide a little warmth in the upstairs bedrooms.

In the 1930s and 1940s, the camp owners began to add more 

modern comforts, such as gravity-fed water from a tank in the 

attic and indoor bathrooms with showers. At "Ministers Row"  

a neighbor named Sparks had a generator in the backwoods 

and, by way of wires nailed from tree to tree, electrified the 

nearby camps. Started after supper, the generator allowed 

evening games while a pump filled the attic tank.

When the 2½-acre waterfront parcel and adjoining  

104-acre woodlot came on the market in 1970, my father,  

Stan, purchased them and enlisted me to help create “the kind 

of campground he would like to find when he goes camping.”  

Two years later, when the first sites were finished, the campers 

were retired members of the Avion Club, of which he was  

a member. They began the 50+ nature of the Campground  

that exists today.

Over the past 50 years, we have hosted Grandchildrens' 

Weekends, Chicken BBQs, concerts under the stars, weddings, 

Sunfish regattas, and charity 

benefits. Along the way, we added 

a post-and-beam clubhouse and 

an executive-sized golf course. The 

high point of the golf season is the 

annual "Battle of the Roads" where 

teams from the three camp roads 

play for the coveted annual trophy. 

Although the resort's RV sites and 

cabins of today are more luxurious 

than the camps built in the 1920's, 

they share the same closeness to 

nature, the lake, and a sense of 

community which has existed for 

more than a hundred years.

Original 1920s-era house initially served as the 
clubhouse and is now the family summer residence.

Battle of the Roads Participants
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President’s Column 
Swimming the Lake

By Bob Stearns, GELIA President

My family had some pretty serious rules here at camp 

when we were growing up in the 1960s. No going in the 

water without an adult present. Wait 30 minutes before 

swimming after a meal. No washing with soap in the 

swimming area—there was "Soap Rock" for that! And 

don't even dream of digging a worm from Aunt Lul's 

worm garden, even though we faithfully fed the worms 

our coffee grounds each morning.

We also had a family rule about life jackets. Unlike today, 

where the law says children 12 years old and younger must 

wear a life jacket, when I was a kid a life jacket only had to 

be carried in the boat, not worn. Well, that wasn't enough 

for my parents, of course—we had to wear ours properly.

However, there was one way out of this life jacket rule 

that has become a treasured tradition for both our family 

and the family still in the cottage next door. This tradition 

dates back nearly 100 years.

Our camp is on Beechwood Park Road, directly across 

from Pine Tree Lodge, and it's about three-quarters of 

a mile from shore to shore. If we could swim across the 

lake, then we wouldn't have to wear a life jacket in the 

boat. This was an attractive incentive to a youngster, and 

we couldn't wait to become strong enough swimmers to 

"swim the lake," as we called it.

When we felt ready for this monumental challenge, the 

flotilla of rowboats, canoes, and kayaks would be readied 

for an early-morning departure while the water was still 

calm. Off we would go, always trying to keep the white 

Pine Tree Lodge boathouse in our sights and trying not to 

think about how deep the water was as we progressed.

I was 12 years old when I first swam the lake and I recall 

doing the sidestroke the entire way. I'm not sure why, 

but it got me there. Maybe I was afraid to put my head 

completely under the water. Anyway, the crowd in the 

flotilla cheered as I made my final gasps and stumbled 

up the concrete boat ramp. I was loaded aboard for the 

return trip and, upon arrival, was greeted by more cheers 

from the rest of the family and awarded a medallion made 

from cardboard, tin foil, and ribbon. I probably wore that 

medal proudly around my neck all that day.

We long ago lost our collection of lake swim medallions, 

but the camp next door still has dozens hanging 

ceremoniously on its wall.

There’s nothing quite like a family tradition here at Great 

East Lake. My children, nephews and nieces all went 

through the same lake swim ritual and earned the same 

rewards when they were young. We hope they will pass 

that tradition on for generations to come. And we should 

all keep in mind that any new traditions we start today 

can be just as valuable as those that began 100 years ago.

Board Members 
For the term July 2025 through July 2026

President 
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Gregg Hunter 

Effie Jaramillo 
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Carol Ward 

Doug Wood



3

GREAT EAST LAKE IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION 94TH Year  |  Summer 2026

From ROVs to Greener Shorelines: 

Acton Wakefield 
Watersheds Alliance 

Heads into Summer

By Stacey Herbold 

AWWA Outreach Coordinator

�e Acton Wake�eld Watersheds 

Alliance (AWWA) just wrapped 

up its middle school science programs in Acton and 

Wake�eld. �is year, we were excited to bring back the 

SeaPerch underwater robotics program to 8th-grade 

students at Wake�eld’s Paul School. With support from 

teachers, volunteers, the UNH SeaPerch Program, and the 

New Hampshire Charitable Foundation, students built 

their own underwater remotely operated vehicles (ROVs) 

while learning about buoyancy, circuitry, and engineering 

design. AWWA also worked with the 6th-grade students 

at Paul School and Acton Elementary School to explore 

lake ecosystems. �e students got their hands and feet wet, 

identifying aquatic invasive plants and collecting stream 

insects to assess water quality.

As summer begins, AWWA is encouraging lakefront owners 

like you to “let your shoreline grow” by planting native 

vegetation along the water’s edge. �rough our Shoreline 

Vegetated Bu�er Cost-Share Program, homeowners can 

receive $500 to create a no-mow area along the shoreline 

and up to $1,000 to purchase and install plants to create a 

vegetated bu�er. Our very �rst bu�er project funded through 

the program was just completed on Great East Lake! 

Thank You,  

Retiring Board Members!

The Great East Lake Improvement Association 

extends its heartfelt thanks to Carol Ward, Effie 

Jaramillo, and Mike Russo for their years of dedicated 

service on the Board of Directors. Their contributions 

to Great East Lake and GELIA have been 

immeasurable. No matter the challenge or need, they 

consistently stepped up and generously gave their 

time, talents, and energy wherever help was needed.

We sincerely thank them for their commitment and 

lasting contributions to our lake community.

– GELIA Board of Directors

SeaPerch ROV: The 8th-grade students at Wake�eld’s 
Paul School broke into teams to assemble their own 

ROVs. They later traveled to UNH’s Swasey Pool, 
where they put their robots to the test at a buoyancy 

station, racing lane, and obstacle course.

AWWA’s Vegetated Bu�er Cost-Share Program reached 
an exciting milestone with its �rst project, completed 

on Great East Lake. Native grasses, sedges, shrubs, and 
�owering plants, along with a native seed mix, were 

installed to strengthen and enhance the natural bu�er.

At the end of June, AWWA’s Youth Conservation Corps 

(YCC) will kick o� its 22nd year of on-the-ground 

conservation work, installing stormwater best management 

practices on homeowners’ waterfront properties to stop 

erosion and prevent pollution from entering the lake.

AWWA’s technical sta� is available to visit your property, 

assess erosion concerns, and recommend practical solutions. 

You may even qualify to host a YCC project this season!

Learn more, request a site visit, or explore our cost-share 

program at awwatersheds.org.

http://awwatersheds.org
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Cyanobacteria

By Charles Crespi 

Cyanobacteria are photosynthetic microorganisms that are 

native to our lakes. Cyanobacteria are known to produce 

toxins that, at high levels, can cause illness and death in 

humans and pets. 

Cyanobacteria are normally present at low levels, but 

when lake water is warm and nutrients enter the lake (for 

example, from a heavy rainfall) cyanobacteria populations 

can increase dramatically and can appear at the surface.

Whenever entering a lake, always assess the condition 

of water before entering. One should be suspicious of 

anything that looks like pollen in the water a�er the pine 

pollen clears up in June. Harmful levels of cyanobacteria 

are readily observable to the trained eye. In many lakes, 

a bright green scum will be visible on the water. �is has 

never been observed in Great East Lake.

�e New Hampshire Department of Environmental 

Services (NH DES) issues a warning (advisory) when cell 

counts exceed 70,000 cells/mL. �e Maine Department of 

Environmental Protection (ME DEP) considers a bloom 

to be harmful when visibility is less than 1 meter (3.3 feet). 

To put the ME DEP standard in layman’s terms, when you 

cannot see something (for example, your toes) on the lake 

bottom in hip-deep water.

In Great East Lake, typical late-summer levels of Gleotrichia 

look like widely dispersed white dots. Potentially harmful 

levels of Gloeotrichia will be very dense and give the water 

the appearance of diluted milk. �is has been observed  

once, when wind concentrated the cyanobacteria in a cove. 

�e cell count was over 70,000 cell/mL and visibility was 

less than one meter.

Planktothrix forms green “�akes” of various sizes in the 

water column or on the surface. �ese have been observed 

in limited areas of the Second Basin on multiple occasions. 

�ere can be a lot of cyanobacteria in a single “�ake.”  

Don’t swim among them. Instead, �nd a location without  

the cyanobacteria.

If you are suspicious, keep humans and pets out of the 

suspect water. Here are links to more information from NH 

DES and ME DEP:

des.nh.gov/water/healthy-swimming/harmful-algal-blooms

maine.gov/dep/water/lakes/algalbloom.html

�is article discusses cyanobacteria in the context of 

exposure during recreational water use (ingestion of a 

few ounces of lake water). Standards for public water 

supplies are much more stringent. Great East Lake is not 

a public water supply. Both NH DES and ME DEP do not 

recommend the use of lake water for domestic purposes.

Planktothrix Typical levels of Gloeotrichia Advisory levels of Gloeotrichia 

http://des.nh.gov/water/healthy-swimming/harmful-algal-blooms
http://maine.gov/dep/water/lakes/algalbloom.html
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Water Quality

By Charles Crespi

Water quality sampling season is underway. �e 

�rst lake water sampling occurred in mid-May. 

Phosphorus and water clarity were at levels typical 

for early spring. In other words, there was nothing 

to be concerned about. �ere will be three more 

2026 samplings through September.

Tributary sampling occurred in mid-March at 

the height of the spring snowmelt and associated 

runo�. All of the phosphorus levels were typical for 

a well-forested watershed. �ere will be additional 

samplings over the summer a�er heavy rainfalls and 

in the fall a�er the trees have dropped their leaves.

Last winter, AWWA calculated the sizes of the  

sub-watersheds associated with each of the 

sampling locations. A map showing the sampling 

locations and the upstream sub-watersheds is 

provided below. Overall, we are monitoring about 

half of the total Great East Lake watershed.

Tributary Sampling Locations and Associated Sub-Watersheds
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Love Our Lake

Great East Lake is a remarkable place, and we should all take 

pride in the things that make it special: crystal-clear water; 

a safe place for boating and recreation; a supportive habitat 

for loons and other wildlife; and a place where we treat our 

neighbors and all users of the lake with respect and courtesy. 

It takes a commitment from all of us to ensure that Great East 

Lake remains a special place for generations to come. �ese 

are some of the issues we’ve been hearing about most o�en. 

Short fuse. We recognize that �reworks are a contentious 

issue around the lake, as many people enjoy �reworks as 

part of the Fourth of July celebrations. Fireworks contain 

phosphorus and nitrogen, two of the worst pollutants for 

the lake, and they can promote cyanobacteria growth. �e 

volume of plastic and other debris that ends up on the lake 

�oor is e�ectively the same as dumping bags of trash directly 

into the water. �at’s gross, right?

We appreciate the e�orts of the wonderful diving team 

that removed many bags of �reworks debris last summer, 

but that cleanup covered only one area. As a matter of law, 

most �reworks are illegal in Wake�eld without a permit, 

and certain �reworks are prohibited in Maine. If you do 

use �reworks, please keep them as far away from the lake as 

possible and limit their use to the Fourth of July. With the dry 

weather we’ve been experiencing, please also be mindful of 

�re safety issues. 

Second basin blues. Most lake users are aware that Scribner 

River, Copp Brook, the First Basin, and the channel leading 

into the boat landing are no-wake zones. However, some 

people may not be aware of the rules that apply to the Second 

Basin. Under Maine’s 200-foot headway speed law, most of 

the Second Basin is, in fact a headway speed zone, as seen in 

accompanying photo illustration on the right. In addition, the 

entire Second Basin is a no-wake-sur�ng zone, under Maine’s 

300-foot wake sur�ng rule. �e relatively tight con�nes of 

the Second Basin make it particularly vulnerable to dock, 

shoreline, and wildlife habitat damage caused by wakes. 

Please follow these rules and exercise care when boating in 

the Second Basin. 

Wake me up. Any boat that creates a large wake can cause 

damage to shorelines and boats tied up at docks, contribute 

to erosion, damage wildlife and loon habitats and create 

dangerous conditions for swimmers, smaller boats and 

kayaks. By law, you are responsible for damage caused  

by your wake.

Love O
ur Lake

GREAT EAST LAKE
IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION

New Hampshire's headway speed law applies within 150 feet 

of shore, and Maine’s applies within 200 feet. In addition, 

Maine has passed a law prohibiting wake sur�ng within 

300 feet of shore and in water less than 15 feet deep. In New 

Hampshire, the minimum distance for wake sur�ng is 150 

feet from shore. If you are creating a large wake for water 

sports, please stay as close to the center of the lake as possible 

and always be aware of how your wake may impact others. 

Please also keep music at a reasonable volume. �e New 

Hampshire Department of Safety partners with the boating 

industry to promote the “Wake Responsibly” campaign and 

encourages boaters to keep music at reasonable levels. 

Voices carry. Have fun and enjoy your family and friends, 

but as the song goes, please remember that voices (and 

music) carry far over the water, especially at night. Please be 

courteous to your neighbors and other users of the lake who 

may or may not enjoy hearing the dulcet opening chords 

of “You Shook me All Night Long” as they gaze out upon 

another beautiful Great East Lake sunset. 

Photo illustration showing the limited areas greater 
than 200 feet from the shore where speed exceeding 

headway speed is permitted.
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Lights down low. What happens in Vegas stays in Vegas. 

And let that apply to the lighting! Increasing use of dock 

lights, �oodlights, and spotlights along shorefront properties 

is impacting our ability to enjoy the beauty of the night sky. 

Please keep shorefront lighting to a minimum and ensure that 

all lights are directed downward toward the ground. For more 

information and lighting tips, please visit darksky.org.

Who’ll stop the rain. Stormwater runo� is the number 

one pollution threat to the lake, introducing fertilizers, 

bacteria, pesticides, and petroleum products into our water. 

As a general rule, do not use fertilizers near the lake. Most 

fertilizers contain phosphorus, which is very damaging 

to the lake and promotes the growth of algae and toxic 

cyanobacteria. New Hampshire now has strict regulations 

restricting the use of fertilizers near lakes and other water 

bodies. Also remember that permits are required for all 

shoreline alterations. 

�ere are many simple steps you can take to minimize 

erosion, including slowing, diverting, or in�ltrating runo� 

and planting vegetative bu�ers. AWWA is a great resource 

for property owners who want to reduce erosion, and it is 

currently o�ering a vegetative bu�er grant program. 

For more information about how you can help protect our 

wonderful lake, or to download a printable version of these 

and other tips to post in your camp for guests and renters, 

please visit greateastlake.org/love-our-lake.

Get Involved

Whether by stepping into a volunteer role, spreading 

educational information, promoting membership, or 

providing �nancial support, there are many ways you 

can make a di�erence. GELIA is a volunteer-driven 

organization, and we rely on the energy, ideas, and 

participation of our Board members, volunteers, and 

supporters to carry out our mission of protecting the 

lake’s water quality, natural resources, and overall health 

for everyone who enjoys it.

Whether you volunteer as a Weed Watcher or 

Lake Host, join the Board, help spread educational 

information, promote membership, or provide �nancial 

support, there are many ways to make a di�erence. 

Please help protect and preserve Great East Lake  

by getting involved!

Ways to get involved:

•	 Become a GELIA member or renew your membership

•	 Make a donation to GELIA’s Invasive Species Fund

•	 Become a Lake Host

•	 Become a Weed Watcher

•	 Join the Board of Directors

•	 Learn about the Love Our Lake initiative

•	 Join the GELIA mailing list

http://greateastlake.org/love-our-lake
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Thanks to our Valued Members

GELIA gratefully acknowledges the members who made 

contributions in 2025.

Stewards ($500+)

Jeffrey P. Beale 

Kevin & Deidre Bolduc

Jeff & Cindy Burbank

Charles & Dorothy Crespi

Francis & Odalys Croteau

Kenneth & Catherine  
DiPoto

John & Regina Fredrikson

Dave & Ginny Hallett

Nancy Kelly

William Locke

Dave & Julie Lynch

Tom Lynch

Phil & Jan Meyer

Jack & Audrey Orenstein

Robert & Carol Orr 

Jon & Martha Rausch

Bob Spurr 

David Talevi

Stefan & Dr. Mary Taschner

William & Jean Theurkauf

Bill & Annie Ward

Leslie Yamada

Anonymous (1)

Patron ($250 – $500)

Ernie & Susi Alvino

William & Katherine 
Anderson

James Bampos

Jay & Judy Bath

John & Nayab Bath

Donald & Emily Bell Jr.

Grant & Sarah Benson

Ray & Robin Blanchette, III

Carolyn Brethen

John & Jane Butler

Stan & Robin Clark

Beth Hall Conant

Andrew & Karen Coppola

Jennifer Craig

Jeff & Roberta Cutting

Karol & Edward V. Cyburt

Thomas & Laci Ferraro

Alan & Debbie Freedman

Robin Giampa

Mike & Erika Gill

Kirt & Maureen Gillum

Gary & Janet Gould

Michael & Brenda Griffin

Bill & Cynthia Hohenberger

Alan & Virginia Huffenus

Sergio & Effie Jaramillo

Laura & Jared Johnson

Bill Jones

John Kelly

Christopher & Liza King

Tom & Lee Kubishta

Matthew & Kathleen Lagan

David Litchfield

David & Bethann Lynch

David & Judy Mankus

Marilyn Marrotte

William & Amy Marshall

Scott & Vicky Matheson

Bruce & Phyllis Maurer

Richard & Denise McCarthy

Bill & Elaine Meagher

Elaine More

Brenda Moulton

Michael & Tammy Murray

Walter & Susan Neff

Beth Kontos & John Neilsen

John & Audrey Niewenhous

John & Joyce O'Day

Michael & Deborah Parkin

John & Linda Pella, MD

Chris & Cheryl Peters 

Daniel & Ella Richardson

Manuel Rogers

Darrell & Ann Sayles

Paul & Susan Shannon

Rich & Sarah Sigel

Rob & Holly Stanieich

Bob Stearns

Stefan & Scott Swicker

James & Carla Tarzia

Jim & Pat Theisen

Adam Tobias

James & Anne Tobin

Donato Tramuto

Doug & Joan Tremberth

David & Marianne Upton

Emery Walker 

Mark & Debra Walz

Dan & Janice Whitney

John & Mary Anne Whitney

Anonymous (1)

Sponsor ($150– $250)

Gary & Michele Bergeron 

Ken & Cathie Bridwell

Craig Bridwell

Laurence & Linda Broderick

Sue Cain

John & Karen Callan

Herb & Daralyn Clark

Steve & Betty Cullen

Karl & Beverly Dahl

Walter & Holly Dance

Geoff DelSesto 

Joyce Foley 

Steven J. Fugarazzo

Brian & Sherri Garvey

Jason & Jackie Haddigan

Sonja Sakovich Hartl

Leonard & Carolyn Harty

Terry & Suzanne Hayes

Hayes Real Estate

Carol Jacque

Jerry & Lea Janelle

Dan & Deb Jantzen

Michael & Glicka Kaplan

Mike Kasprzak

Cliff & Nancy Kenney

Patrick & Penny Kittle

Kristin Kopp

Rob & Mary Kraft

Mike & Brenda LaPlant

Brian & Margot MacArthur

Keith & Alice Macfarland

Gary & Betty Maffei

Brad & Karen Martin

Sheila & Stephen McAdams

Peter & Kate McCarron
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Ron & Martha McCarthy

Gary McDewell

Mark & Susie Millward

Karin Moulton

Dean & Ellen Musser

Peter & Karen Pateline

Mason & Elizabeth Peck

Robert & Melissa Pickett

Al & Lisa Polmonari

Donna &Domenic Previte

Harry & Linda Rich

Peter & Barbara Roketenetz

Barry & Claire Russo

Larry & Sally Sands

Steven & Lia Scammon

Jerome & Judell Schlachter

Rick & Heidi Sidwell

Nancy Smith

Arthur & Karen 
Solomonides

Lou Sorrentino

Jeff & Molly Springer

Lauren Spurr 

Dave & Annmarie Starrett

Nick & Lauren Strout

Cathy Wall

Jay & Carol Ward

Jason & Jennifer Whitney

Richard & Judy Yannaco

Anonymous (2)

Supporter ($75– $150)

Lucinda Arlington

Robert & Carolee Bacon

Christopher & Nancy 
Bancroft

Timothy & Gail Barbour

Joe & Kathee Barry

Paul & Sharon Bauer

Paul Bauer

Deborah Bedard

Todd & Dawn Bernard

Alan & Mary Bernier

George & Linda Bleisch

Bruce & Heidi Bonenfant

Sandra Brackett

Victor & Emily Braga

Omar & Jennifer Brahim

Dana & Rick Bridges

Dale & Anita Broach

Paul & Patricia Burbank

James & Nancy Callan

Nancy Campbell

Matthew & Catherine 
Carino

Roberta E. Carlson

Beverly Carter

Romeo & Kathy Cedrone

Ray & Donna Charbonneau

Chris & Sarah Chesbrough

Kevin & Cynthia Churchill

Bill & Maryann Clark

Chris Coffin

Kent Coit

Peter & Corinne Connor

Justin & Carrie Conway

John & Leah Crespi

Chris & Linda Currier

Dick & Joan Dailey 

Joseph & Lauriene 

DeAngelo

John & Louise DePiano

Joe Donahue

Mark & Eileen Donahue

Edward & Charma Drake

Danny & Jenn Dropski

Neal & Allison Duffy

Norman Dufresne

Bob & Sue Duran

William & Karen 
Eichelberger

Doug & Teri Elwell

Jay & Dorothy Essary

Chuck & Karen Farley

Gary & Maryanne Farnham

Matt Faso

Cynthia Fordham

Pippa Francq

Earl & Julie Frost

James & Jean Fyrer

Pat & Charmaine Gahan

Lee & Jenn Garf

Sandra Gauci

Deborah Gaw

Mark & Sheila Giglio

Leo & Nancy Ginns

Larry & Charlene Gottlieb

Dorothy Greene 

Fred Guldbrandsen

Ernie & Margie Henrichon

Gregg & Janice Hunter 

Andrew & Barbara Kalafatis

Christine King

Wilson & Malathi Kistler

Frank (Tom) & Debbie 
Knowlton

Dan Kraft

Paul & Nancy Krawczynski

Gregory & Mercedes Lagan

John & Lisa LaPierre

Jeff & Bethany Lebida

Ted & Lynn Lebida

Richard & Debra Little

Brian & Julie Lockard

Michael & Nora Long

Patricia & Kenneth Longo

Robert & Shirley 
MacFarlane

David Maloney

Beatrice Marconi

Sandra McAdams

Andy McCarron

Patrick & Jacki McGarry

James & Lori McInerny

Ron & Kathy McKay

 Lennie McKinley

John & Sharon Meader

Fred & Pat Meyer

Marian Mullaly

Robert & Karol Needham

Jean Noon 

Ric & Anne Ogden

Paul & Beth Ozarowski

Walderloch Realty Trust 

Parker Family

Robert Pepper

Roger & Susan Perreault

Jeffrey & Lois Preston

Keith & Andrea Ratner

Paul Reid

David & Michelle Rhudick

Jeff & Debbie Richard

Beth Rom

Christine Rothwell

Continued on page 11
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GELIA Annual Meeting  

Saturday, July 11th

The GELIA Annual Meeting will be held on  

Saturday, July 11th at Weeks Park along the north 

shore of the lake. All GELIA members and those 

considering becoming members are welcome. 

The meeting starts promptly at 10 a.m. but  

the event opens at 9 a.m. with various displays, 

information tables, and GELIA merchandise  

for sale, so please plan to arrive early. 

Our traditional lunch of hot dogs, chips and  

soda will be available after the meeting,  

compliments of GELIA.

Loons

By Charles Crespi 

GELIA has been contacted by the wildlife biologist from the 

Loon Preservation Committee (LPC), and we are looking 

forward to the season. The biologist typically visits GEL 

three or four times from June through August to observe 

nesting activity and any chicks. GELIA checks on any chicks 

in late September and reports the observations to LPC.

You will receive this newsletter during loon nesting season. 

Please keep away from loon nests. The birds are easily 

spooked, and you may cause them to abandon the nest. 

In recent years, the Second Basin loons and the Loon 

Island loons abandoned their nest after overcurious people 

“investigated.”

Observe the headway speed requirement within 200 feet 

of shore in the Second Basin. A few years ago, boat wake 

washed over the small island in the Second Basin (off 

Fulton Road) and washed away a loon nest. If you need help 

visualizing 200 feet, the small island where the loons nest is 

600 feet from the opposite shore (off Red Gate Lane).

Before they can dive, the primary means of protection for 

loon chicks is camouflage. Loon chick plumage mimics the 

appearance of lake water making chicks very difficult for 

both eagles and humans to spot. Chicks will be near their 

parents, so please slow down and be watchful whenever you 

are near loons.
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Frances Roy

David & Christine 
Savukinas

Donald & Mary Scruton

Robert & Janet Sears

Timothy & Karleen Sears

Dave & Cory Sells

Maryann Sidebotham

Tom & Huntley Skinner

Milton & Beth Smith

David & Bibianne St Hilaire

Matt & Deanna St Pierre

Bo & Tina Stevens

Keith Stockbridge

Tom & Janet Strong

Robert & Victoria Sullivan

Les & Liz Swenson

George & Jo Szirbik

Skip & Sharon Theiling

Norman & Susan Therrien

John & Shonda Thibeault

Jonathan & Bonnie Timlin

Erik & Kathy Timmons

Ray & Cindy Tsao

Parker & Janice Vanderhoof

Doug & Julia Venell

Joseph & Barbara Wadleigh

Walter & Lynn Wehrmann

Barry & Lois Whittaker

Daniel & Linda Wiggin

Todd & Joanne Wilson

Doug Wood

Jo-Ellen Wood

Thanks to our Valued Members
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Robert & Annette 

Woodbury

David Wright

Deborah Wylie

Martha Wylie

Anonymous (3)

Member ($50– $75)

Paul Allen

Debi & Nancy Allen

Bob Berube

Richard & Susan Bixby

Bill & Debbie Blackwood

Joe & Joyce Blais

David Bonneau

Al & Denise Boulais

Carl & Nancy Boutwell

Patricia Brennan

John Brotherston

Grant Burwell

Holly Cashman

Paul & Kristen Cavallaro

Joseph Cawlina

John & Noreen Chapman

Harry & Nancy Coffey

Erica Collins

Robert & Donna Cyr

Sharon Davie 

Robert & Christine Devine

Justin Drake

Brian & Kellie Dube

Scott Dunham

Elizabeth Flemings

David & Jennifer Foley 

Dona L. Girvan

Rich & Lisa Halperin

Lewis & Cynthia Harriman

William & Lela Harrison

Robert & Sandra Harvey 

Francis & Barbara Jacques

Doris Jaworski

Keith Jones

Gordon & Sue Joudrey

Bob & Sandra Knapp

Diane & Todd Leccese

Annis & Philip Legrow

Neal & Donna Lewanda

Mark & Karen Lovering 

Kathleen MacLean

Connie Mahoney Family

Brian & Constance Millard

Gary & Carol Miller

Mary Lou Monnat

Tom Moulton

Arnold & Judith Murray

Paul & Grace Murray

James & Lynette O'Brien

Bryan & Jane O'Neil

Stanley & Kelly Paras

Nicholas & Gina Pesce

Jean Poehler

Ann Prest

Diana Richard

Gregg & Dawn Roberts

Doug & Sheila Ross

Janet Ryan

Andy & Mary Sakellarios

Dwayne & Darlene Scruton

Robert & Jane Shanks

William & Regina Sherman

Albert & Sally St Hilaire

Therese St. Laurent

Ross Sundstrom

Mark & Heidi Van Everen

Bob & Linda Vanderhoof

Donna Vanderhoof

Matt & Joanne (Everett) 
Vincent

Gregory & Dawn 
VonDerVellen

Gail H. Waibel

Alan & Diane Wall

Anonymous (1)

Other

William & Brenda Adams

Rick & Laura Campbell

Conrad & Loretta Chick 

Michael & Lucille Chin

Robert & Rosemarie 
Chooljian

Claire Cullinane

Jimmy & Jean DiGiovanni

Rich Dunn

James & Carol Frost

Sonny (Paul) & Lynne 
Gauthier

Jeffrey & Chris Koellmer

Patricia Kuech

Catherine Mills 

Deborah Ostedt

John & Joann Pifalo

Steve & Joanne Voigt

Roseann & Bill Wilson

Anonymous (3)
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