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The camp in the early years, c. 1952 Recent view from the water

The Royal Barry Wills Camp
A favorite pastime of Great East life has always been to take 
our boats out and explore the shoreline. We love checking 
out all the camps which come in all shapes, sizes, colors and 
ages. The standouts are known by most - the Needles camp 
that was featured in our last newsletter, the 1895 Spoonery, 
Paradise Enow, Missi Bissi Dossi, the Pine Tree Lodge and so 
many others. 

But how many realize that we are in the presence of a most 
special gem of a camp that was designed and built by one of 
America’s most favorite architects? An architect who in 1938 
bested Frank Lloyd Wright in a home design competition? 

Well, the architect is Royal Barry Wills and the gem he 
designed and built with his own hands is located off 
Beechwood Park Road between Rogers and Wilkins Points.
Constructed between 1931 and 1932, Wills set out to see just 
how economically he could build a camp that met his high 
design aesthetics. Using locally milled lumber, shoreline 
stone, secondhand windows and repurposed materials he 
spent only $500 to accomplish his goal. 

In the architect’s own words, the camp was designed and 
situated to catch even the faintest of breeze from any 
direction. It has views up and down the lake, uses natural 
materials and colors to match the environment, and has 
shake shingles for the roof that he admired so much from 
California architecture. And it has exquisite proportions that 
are distinct to his design style.

RB Wills’ son, Charlie, who is presently 98 years old and still 
summering on Great East with his wife, Arnie (97), recalls 
his first visit in 1932 at age 8. He was handed a bucket of 
homemade brown stain, a wide brush, and was told that his 
contribution could be to help stain the exterior siding. To 
the best of Charlie’s recollection, the section he stained then 
has not been recoated since and it still looks great!

The hurricane of 1938 - the most powerful and deadliest 
hurricane in recorded New England history – felled over 
2.7 billion feet of trees in the region. The abundance of 
inexpensive lumber that resulted from this hurricane, though, 
was a boon to the camps around Great East. RB Wills took 
advantage of this opportunity to cover nearly all the rooms 
with the classic knotty pine paneling that is still on the walls 
today.

Charlie also recalls when a proper driveway was graded in 
1948. Prior to that access was via a foot path from the road. 
Electricity was connected in 1950 which eliminated the need 
for kerosene lamps and retired the hand water pump in the 
kitchen. A modern toilet was a welcome addition that year as 
well.

The icehouse - which was filled with ice cut from the lake and 
packed in sawdust - would hold enough ice to last all summer. 
Charlie remembers one year in the 1930s when the ice was 
cut, packed in sawdust and stacked to the brim for the sum of 
$16. (Editor’s note: $16 sounds like a lot considering it only 
cost $500 to build the camp!) The icehouse is still there but is 
used for storage now.

RB Wills is the author of 8 books on architecture that offer 
designs and practical advice. He was the master of the Cape 
Cod style house, particularly its 1930s-1950s Colonial Revival 
incarnation. Houses built to his designs continue to fetch a 
premium.

Wills passed away in 1962. The camp has been lovingly 
preserved and cherished by his family since then.

Written by Bob Stearns

More photos of the RB Wills camp can be
found on page 8 of this newsletter
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President’s Column
Dear GELIA Members,

This is my penultimate President’s Column.  I have 
elected to keep it short.  I will write a longer column 
with reflections on the past several years in the spring.

The 2022 season was a very productive one for GELIA.
   
  •     We returned to the original timing for our annual 
meeting at Weeks Park in East Wakefield.  
  •     Water sampling was conducted with UNH.  
While we expect to get the report in the spring, the 
initial indications are that the water clarity remains 
outstanding.  
  •     GELIA, together with AWWA communicated the 
results of the 2021 watershed survey to the individual 
property owners.   
  •     We helped the Loon Preservation Committee 
monitor the Great East Lake loons.  This year, four 
chicks hatched and survived through the season.   
  •     We again used the Weed Warrior to survey the 
lake for invasive plants.   No invasive plants were 
found.   
  •     The Lake Host courtesy boat inspection program 
run through NH Lakes performed over 2500 
inspections.  Milfoil was found and removed from an 
inbound boat.  
  •     Unfortunately, there were cyanobacteria blooms 
observed in the southern part of the Second Basin and 
in the main lake along Canal Road.   Samples were 
taken for testing and an alert was issued by the State of 
New Hampshire.  

You can read more about these and other topics in this 
Newsletter.

I would like to thank everyone for your generous 
support of GELIA.    Your support, plus the support of 
the town of Acton, the town of Wakefield, the State of 
New Hampshire, the State of Maine and the countless 
volunteer hours made this all possible.

Respectfully,
Charles Crespi
GELIA President

Not So Fun Facts
   WRITTEN BY Charles Crespi

As a member of GELIA you are likely aware that, 
in freshwater lakes, it is the amount of phosphorus 
in the water determines the level of photosynthetic 
organisms (plants and algae).   What follows are 
some other important facts about nutrient impact in 
freshwater lakes.

Nutrients other than phosphorus (for example 
nitrogen), water temperature, the nature of the 
lake bottom and other factors determine which 
organisms outcompete the others.  For example, toxic 
cyanobacteria prefer warmer water and more nitrogen 
than regular algae.

In soils, phosphorus is adsorbed to the surface of 
soil particles.  The process of erosion transports the 
phosphorus-bearing sediment (soil) particles into the 
lake.  This process is known as external phosphorus 
loading.  Once nutrients are dissolved in the lake 
water, they can either be consumed by algae/other 
plants thus expanding their population or settle out 
and bind to the lakebed sediment.

Oxygen levels in the water column are important for 
more than just the health of aquatic animals.  For 
example, if oxygen levels are too low, phosphorus 
trapped in lake sediments can become unstable and 
release into the water.  This is known as internal 
phosphorus loading. Warm water holds less oxygen 
than cold water and bacteria feeding plant materials 
consume oxygen.  There is no permanent fix for 
internal phosphorus loading, just expensive short-
term treatments.

What should a property owner do to protect the lake?  
Maintain your septic system, maintain a vegetated 
buffer along the shore, address any erosion issues and 
don’t use fertilizers in the shoreland zone.
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LOVE OUR LAKE

Love our Lake is a GELIA project aimed at expanding the 
reach of the Association’s work to a broader audience of lake 
users.  Our aim is to raise awareness of important issues 
facing the lake, strengthen community pride and protect the 
welfare of the lake we all love.

Last year, the Association voted to form a communications 
committee to help implement these initiatives, and the 
committee has been meeting regularly.  

A major project now underway is the revamping of GELIA’s 
website. The web site will be a hub of useful information and 
will be a key part of our effort to educate and communicate 
with our lake community. We have contracted with a web 
design company and expect by next spring GELIA will have 
a new site up and running with a fresh look, improved user 
friendliness and up-to-date content.  One way we hope to 
increase functionality is allowing for on-line payment of 
dues and other contributions.

Another project has been increasing the use of social media 
to reach lake users.  The committee has revived the GELIA 
Facebook group, and over the course of the summer and 
fall posted messages that were linked to the Great East Lake 

page (which is not 
managed by GELIA, 
but has over 4,000 
members).  GELIA 
messages covered 
a variety of topics, 
including weed 
watchers, lake hosts, 
cyanobacteria, loon 
preservation and 

boating safety. 

The committee also transitioned GELIA’s email to a more 
efficient platform (Mail Chimp), which will allow us to 
better communicate with members, and worked to refresh 
GELIA’s outreach to new property owners around the lake.
It’s been a busy first year, and we look forward to building 
on these efforts to educate and communicate in the year 
ahead. 

Love Our Lake

GREAT EAST LAKE
IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION

WATERSHED SURVEY
  WRITTEN BY
  Bob Stearns

You will recall that a survey of the Great East Lake watershed 
was conducted in the spring of 2021 and the resulting 
Watershed Report was prepared and made available this 
past summer. A copy of the full report can be found on the 
GELIA and AWWA websites. The QR code below provides a 
direct link to the report. 

Last summer letters were sent to all participating lake 
property owners letting them know if erosion was found 
on their property. If erosion was found, a description of the 
erosion was provided along with recommended remediation 
measures. 

If you did not receive a letter or would like to inquire about 
findings on your property you can send your request to 
either the GELIA Watershed Committee or to AWWA at 
the email addresses listed below. Please provide your name, 
the property owner’s name and the property address in your 
request

  •  info@AWwatersheds.org
  • watershedsurvey@greateastlake.org
  • Or call AWWA at 603-473-2500

We urge all property owners to read the report as it is filled 
with useful information, helpful remediation options and 
best practices for all kinds of erosion issues. 

Please be reminded that extremely heavy rain storms like the 
ones we experienced last summer cause much more erosion 
than usual which contributes to large quantities of sediment 
being washed into the water. In such conditions even small 
erosion issues can be detrimental to the health of the lake.

Thank you again to all those who assisted in the survey and 
thanks to everyone for helping to keep our lake as clean, clear 
and beautiful as we possibly can.
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Scan this QR code or type the
address below into your browser
to view the watershed Report.

https://www.greateastlake.org/watershed-report/
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A couple of years ago I was part of a fifteen-member commission 
established by the NH Legislature to investigating possible need for 
regulations for the use of “wake boats” in New Hampshire lakes.  
I was appointed as a representative from the NH Campground 
Owners Association.   We met a dozen times and heard testimony 
from many experts on subjects ranging from wave physics to 
Loons nesting habits.

 The term “wake boat” has not been officially defined but generally 
refers to watercraft which have been designed to create larger than 
normal wakes for wake boarding and wake surfing.  
The two areas of concern with these watercrafts were the possible 
damage to lakeshore property, water quality, wildlife, and 
interference with other water activities caused by larger wakes and 
the possible introduction of invasive species by way of the ballast 
tanks found on most wake boats.

Wake boats have a hull shape, unlike the ski boats of the past 
which were designed for minimum wake, to create maximum 
wake. The energy projected during this activity carries outward in 
the form of waves which break up into multiples of smaller waves 
over distance and time.

Ballast tanks holding as much as 500 gallons of water are filled after 
launching and are mostly emptied before trailering. These tanks 
have been found to retain gallons of water when moving from 
lake to lake. These tanks can carry seeds, plant material and larva 
of invasive species. Boat ramp inspectors have difficulty affecting 
Clean, Drain, and Dry procedures to ballast tanks.   

The committee agreed Invasive species could travel between lakes 
on any boat.  Anyone who takes on water for ballast or live wells 
on fishing boats or any other purpose is advised to sanitizing 
their tanks with bleach or some other means and flushing engine 
cooling systems when traveling between lakes. 

The Committee could not come to a single recommendation as 
to the question of wakes, some preferred regulations prohibiting 
wake activities in smaller lakes, or portions of lakes, perhaps by 
local petition.  Others felt education thru retailers of boats and 
equipment in the form of pamphlets, or signage at launch ramps 
was a better approach. Operator responsibility with knowledge 
of the effects these activities have on other watersports, property 
owners, water quality, wildlife, and invasive species, would seem 
to be the best approach.

WAKE BOATS
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WRITTEN BY
Dave Mankus

A 2022 bill in the NH legislature would have required a 250 
foot setback for wake boarding.  According to their report, 
The House Resources, Recreation and Committee heard from 
citizens concerned with the impact of large wakes on smaller 
and non-motorized boats, damage to boats tied up on docks, 
impacts on swimmers, shoreland erosion, and the impact of 
wave churn on water quality.  Opponents raised concerns with 
the singling out of wake boats and a preference for voluntary 
action.  Ultimately, the bill did not move forward due to 
disagreement about the appropriate distance, enforceability. 

Having the experience of being on the advisory committee I 
have taken special interest in watching wake boat activity on 
Great East. For the most part the boarding and surfing I have 
seen is taking place in the middle of main lake far from any 
shore and respectful of other lake users. 

We urge users of wake boats, or any boat making a large wake, 
to follow this example, with awareness as to the impact of 
their wakes on other boats, swimmers, shoreline erosion and 
animal habitats.   

You can read the final report of the Commission to Study 
Wake Boats here:

http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/statstudcomm/committees/
default.aspx?id=1434
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LOONS
  WRITTEN BY
  Charles Crespi and Chuck Hodsdon

2022 was a good year for loons.  During the annual loon 
census on July 18th, we observed all four territorial pairs 
and three chicks (two from the Loon Island pair and one 
from the Second Basin pair).  After losing their first eggs 
to predation, the Copp Brook pair hatched a chick later 
in July.  All four chicks thrived.  We observed all four 
chicks in early October, shortly before the drawdown 
commenced.  Unlike last year, there were no reported 
injuries or deaths for the Great East Lake loons.

Regarding the 2022 statistics for all the lakes monitored 
by the Loon Preservation Society: 

   •      There were 344 territorial pairs, up from 326 last 
year and 275 in 2010.

   •      There were 244 chicks hatched, up from 192 last 
year and 173 in 2010.

   •      There were 177 chicks that survived, up from 133 
last year and 129 in 2010.

We wish to extend a big THANK YOU to everyone 
for not disturbing the loons when they are nesting and 
avoiding the loons while boating.

5

What Does AWWA Do 
in the Winter?
W R I T T E N  B Y 
 Jon Balanoff

During the summer months, AWWA’s Youth Conservation 
Corps is busy building infiltration paths, spreading mulch, 
and planting native vegetation buffers, all to combat erosion 
and work with homeowners to protect water quality on our 
lakes. We visit with homeowners all season long and offer 
input on what they can do to keep lakes healthy and clean 
in their own yard, but what about in the winter? The job of 
protecting water quality does not stop when the camps close 
and the snow starts to fall. 

When the water freezes over, AWWA heads inside. This is 
a time for AWWA to engage with town governments and 
state grant makers, letting them know what we have been 
up to and what it means for our lakes. Writing, reporting, 
and tracking big grants takes up a lot of time, and I have 
spent many long winter months organizing spreadsheets 
and documenting our projects so that we will continue to 
get funding each year.  We also head into the middle schools 
of Acton and Wakefield to teach our next generation of 
lake lovers and decision makers about the importance of 
healthy water to the community. Our students get to identify 
invasive species, count water bugs, and test the water from 
their wells. 

This year, there have been some exciting developments. 
AWWA has decided to bring our school programming back 
to its full pre-pandemic potential, and with support from our 
town and lake communities we are once again hiring a full 
time Program Coordinator onto our staff. James Shimanksy, 
who has been a leader on the YCC crew for many years, will 
be joining our team year-round in 2023. This not only allows 
us to increase our impact in the schools, but gives us more 
momentum to help our lake communities with the complex 
watershed planning and community engagement that is 
needed to keep our lakes clean. We are beyond excited to 
welcome James to the team in 2023! 

Even though snow is on the ground, it’s never too early to 
plan for the spring. If you received a letter following the 
Great East Lake watershed survey, or simply want to know 
what you can do to combat erosion and pollution on the 
lake, give us a call anytime of the year! 

P: 603-473-2500  E: jbalanoff@awwatersheds.org
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MEMBERSHIP UPDATE
  WRITTEN BY
  Susi Alvino and Carol Ward

This year we have been very fortunate to have such generous 
membership donations.  Continuing challenges for the health 
and safety of our families and friends, and an excessively dry 
July did not deter our loyal members. 

Currently, we have 433 members, which increased from 428, 
in 2021.  The 2022 donations toward dues totaled $56,275 
an increase of $3815 from 2021.  The contributions to the 
Invasive Species Defense Fund increased by $50 over last 
year to $6605.  Your Grand Total contributions for 2022 was 
$62,880.  

Please encourage your neighbors to join our organization.  To 
those who were able to come to the Annual Meeting, we hope 
to see you again next year.

In addition, we’d like to welcome the 24 New Members, 2 of 
those from Lake Forest Resort.

We are most grateful for all our new and loyal members; you 
are an integral part of our association.  We’d like to extend 
special thanks to the generosity of our Supporters, Sponsors, 
Patrons, and Stewards.

Kenneth & Catherine DiPoto
Justin & Rickie Drake
Lee & Jenn Garf
Mark & Sheila Giglio
Ken & Bonnie Hyslip
James & Lori McInerny
Beth Kontos & John Neilsen (LF)
Scott & Jenn Nielsen
Mike & Kim Nugent
Robert & Betty Peachey 
Robert & Cynthia Pellegrino
Adam Tobias

Jim & Kim Allatt
Royce & Mary Bartlett (LF)
Joseph & Lisa Berry
Joe & Joyce Blais
Michael Cavaretta
Phil & Lori Cavaretta
Erica Collins
Chris & Linda Currier
Robert & Donna Cyr
Denise DeAngelis
Neil & Shelby DeAngelis
Jill Detmer

Under the GELIA By-Laws, an important function carried 
out at our Annual Meeting is the election of Officers and 
Directors for the upcoming year. In 2022, the Nominating 
Committee was delighted that for the first time in three 
years, GELIA members were able to vote in person at the 
Annual Meeting held on 9 July, 2022. The matters brought 
by the Nominating Committee to the membership at the 
Annual Meeting were as follows:

Current Board members Dave Mankus and John Crespi 
were recommended for reelection for a third term on the 
GELIA Board.

Current Board members Carol Ward, Rich Sigel, and 
Sergio Jaramillo were recommended for reelection for a 
second term on the GELIA Board. 

ELECTION RESULTS

BOARD MEMBERS
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Tom Lynch 
Dave Mankus
Mike Russo
Rich Sigel 
Bob Stearns
Carol Ward

Directors:

President               Charles Crespi
Vice-President      Dana Bridges
Treasurer                Jeffrey Lebida
Secretary                Susi Alvino

It was also recommended that Mike Russo be nominated 
as a new Board member for his first term. 

All three of these matters were seconded and then voted 
upon by the GELIA membership by voice vote. All three of 
these proposed matters were duly approved by the GELIA 
membership and are now effective. 

And finally, it was noted that Directors Tom Knowlton and 
Adam Fennelly were exiting the Board at this time. We 
thank them both for all they have done for GELIA. 

The Nominating Committee would also like to thank 
outgoing Director David Upton for six years of service in 
various functions on the Board, including as head of the 
Nominating Committee. 

WRITTEN BY
Tom Lynch Nominating Committee Chair

Lindsey Berube 
Selene Berube 
John Crespi
Jenn Dropski
Chuck Hodsdon
Sergio Jaramillo
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WEED WATCHERS
The entire shoreline of the main lake and Basins were 
surveyed with the Weed Warrior between Jul 15th 
and July 31st.   We performed a very detailed survey 
of the Maine Boat Launch area on July 28th.  This is 
our highest risk area.  We also spent some extra time 
surveying the Wakefield Boat Launch on July 15th.

We attempted to survey Scribner River with the Weed 
Warrior on August 22nd but the water level was quite 
low and the engine proved unreliable so we had to 
cut the activity short.  With the assistance of Laurie 
Callahan, we successfully surveyed Scribner River by 
kayak on September 9th.  Finally, on September 10th, 
the wetland in the northeast corner of the Second Basin 
was surveyed.   

We are pleased to once again report that no invasive 
plants were observed.  Over the course of the survey, 
24 samples of Naiad were taken.  All were native Naiad 
varieties and not the invasive European Naiad.  We 
observed more than the typical amount of native 
Elodea (a “lookalike” called hydrilla is invasive).  We 
took samples and all had three leaves per whorl which 
is characteristic of the native Elodea.  Invasive Hydrilla 
has 4 or 5 leaves per whorl.

We would like to again extend a hearty “thank you” to 
the dozens of volunteers who helped with the surveys.   
We have included a map of what was surveyed and 
when.

7

LAKE HOST PROGRAM

WRITTEN BY
Charles Crespi

WRITTEN BY  
Selene Berube

This year was without a doubt crazy and reportedly 
understaffed year. Regardless, the Lake Hosts of Great East 
Lake did their best to keep the boat launch guarded and 
worked diligently to navigate normal inspections. We had 
thousands of inspections and we want to thank everyone 
for their patience and understanding and their willingness 
to work with us to protect our waterbodies from aquatic 
invasive species. 

Lindsey Berube, Devin Bowley, Kaitlyn Casperonis, Nicole 
Hobbs, Tyler Garvey, and Kaela Shephard were our dedicated 
Lake Hosts, and I’m so proud of how hard they worked. 
Thanks to their diligence and flexibility we had a save this 
year! I also want to thank Susi Alvino, Bob Berube and Carol 
Ward for their volunteer time this summer as we definitely 
appreciate the local interest in the program. Thank you GELIA 
members for your generosity and your support of the Lake 
Host program!

We look forward to another fantastic year in 2023 and 
hopefully resume to a bit more normalcy. If you or anyone you 
know might be interested in joining our team for the Spring 
2023, please reach out to me, Selene Berube, at sbvb118@
gmail.com or go online to greateastlake.org to learn more 
about our program. 

Colored lines indicate shorelines where surveys 
and observations were recorded in 2022



Additional photos of The Royal Barry Wills Camp from page1.

Blending in beautifully with its surroundings. Courtyard view with icehouse on the left Fun Wills family time, c.1934

Young Charlie showing off his
painting muscles, c. 1929

The proud architect, c. 1940 The fireplace was built using stone from 
the shoreline and a nearby cellar hole

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

GELIA
PO Box 911
Sanbornville, NH 03872

Prsrt Std
US Postage

PAID
CompuPrint

03867



CYANOBACTERIA

The purpose of this article is to provide some informa-
tion about cyanobacteria which were again observed in 
Great East Lake in August 2022.  Further information can 
be found on the NH DES and ME DEP websites (linked 
below).

University of New Hampshire LLMP was performing 
routine water sampling on Friday, August 12th.  They 
reported that the Second Basin contained the cyanobac-
teria Planktothrix, that ranged from 100,000 cells/ml to 
too numerous to count in the visible clumps of varying 
sizes.  Planktothrix at these levels can be toxic and also 
cause mild skin irritations.  Planktothrix look like green 
or yellow green flecks of paint either on the surface or in 
the water column.  A picture is to the right.

Later in August, I received a report of a potential 
cyanobacteria bloom on the lakeshore along Canal 
Road.   I took two samples and brought them to NH 
DES for analysis.  They identified two cyanobacteria 
(Gloeotrichia and Doichospermum) as present in the 
samples at levels which were of concern.  NH DES issued 
a Cyanobacteria Bloom Alert which GELIA posted on 
Facebook.  Eventually, these samples will be tested for 
toxins.  We will communicate the results when we get 
them.

WRITTEN BY: Charles Crespi

Gloeotrichia appear like whitish puff balls in the 
water column.  It is common to observe low levels 
of Gloeotrichia in Great East Lake (and other low 
nutrient lakes) in the late summer.  The pictures below 
are of a “typical” late summer level (left) and the level 
which issued the Cyanobacteria Bloom Alert (right).

Planktothrix look like green or yellow-green blobs 
and flecks of paint

“High” level of Gloeotrichia which issued the 
Cyanobacteria Bloom Alert last summer

“Typical” late summer level of Gloeotrichia.



CYANOBACTERIA Q&A
WRITTEN BY: Charles Crespi

Below are some questions and answers.

What are cyanobacteria?  Cyanobacteria are ancient, ubiquitous organisms.  They were the first 
photosynthetic organisms and started the process producing our oxygen rich atmosphere.  
Wikipedia has more information.  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cyanobacteria

Why are cyanobacteria of concern?  Cyanobacteria produce an array of chemicals (called 
cyanotoxins) which are harmful to multiple organ systems.  They can cause illness and death.  
However, research into the hazards of cyanobacteria is not well-funded and there is much that we 
do not yet know.  Recently, Health Canada issued Guidelines for Canadian Recreational Water 
Quality, CYANOBACTERIA AND THEIR TOXINS.  https://www.canada.ca/content/dam/
hc-sc/documents/programs/consultation-cyanobacteria-toxins-recreational-water/consultation-
cyanobacteria-toxins-recreational-water.pdf   This document provides a compilation of what is 
known and establishes safe levels for recreational water use (the accidental ingestion of a few 
ounces of water).

What causes cyanobacterial blooms?  Cyanobacteria are everywhere, typically at low levels.  
An increase in nutrients (phosphorous and nitrogen) and warm water can cause a bloom.  A heavy 
rain can erode nutrient-containing sediments into the lake.  This is one of the reasons why all 
waterfront properties should control erosion.

Do cyanobacteria “move around”?  Yes.  They travel up and down through the water column 
and the wind can move them around a water body.   It appears that the wind contributed to the 
accumulation of cyanobacteria for the Canal Road observation.

If I see cyanobacteria what should I do?  Keep pets and humans out of that water.  Dogs, 
because they tend to lick the cyanobacteria off of their fur, frequently die from cyanotoxin 
exposure.  Human illnesses and deaths appear to be rare but many ER doctors are not all well-
trained to recognize poisoning by cyanotoxins.

If I see something of concern, can I get it tested?  Use a clean plastic container and collect 
water from where the cyanobacteria appear to be most concentrated (right off the surface if it is 
floating on the surface).  After collection, keep the sample cool but DO NOT FREEZE.  You will 
need to take it yourself to the New Hampshire DES lab in Concord.  You can contact them at 
HAB@des.nh.gov

Where can I get more information and who should I contact if I suspect there is a 
cyanobacteria bloom?  Both NH DES (https://www.des.nh.gov/sites/g/files/ehbemt341/files/
documents/2020-01/wmb-10.pdf)  and Maine DEP (https://www.maine.gov/dep/water/lakes/
cyanobacteria.html) have published information on cyanobacteria and how to contact them about 
cyanobacteria.

Can anything be done about this problem?  We don’t know yet.  GELIA has supported a 
robust water quality sampling program for many years.    It is possible that there are some answers 
in these data.  In this regard, we have initiated a discussion with a limnologist.   


