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THE NEEDLES 2.0
Is it boastful to think of one’s own home as a GEL 
landmark? Probably. Yet there are several places on GEL 
that, in my 50 years of summers on the lake, I think of as 
quintessential GEL places: the stone gazebo, Avalon, the 
ramp & canal, not to mention the natural structures of Loon 
and Lamb Chop Islands, the various brooks and others. So 
perhaps you think of our house, The Needles on the North 
Shore, as a similar icon. You may also be curious about The 
Needles’ recent transformation.

On August 4th, 2020, a microburst made a straight path 
across the width of the lake, damaging several GEL houses 
and felling one of the pine trees in front of The Needles. 
These two trees were approximately 100 years old, planted 
by our ancestors: huge beauties that arborists had deemed 
healthy and sound every year, with the caveat that a huge 
storm could fell any tree. Because of COVID-19, my cousin 
and her husband were the only people in residence. 
Miraculously, they were not physically hurt, but they were 
understandably terrified, not knowing if the house would 
fall down around them, or if any other trees would fall as 
they escaped outside.

Two bedrooms on the west side were sheared off 
completely and a third was damaged beyond saving. 
The porch, roof and footings were damaged, and the 
entire structure took a hit. Several pieces of furniture were 
destroyed. The kind and professional tree cutters carefully 
saved all possible photos and memorabilia, all of which 
have sentimental value. The man who removed the stump 
said it was the largest stump he has hauled in his 30 years 
of experience. The second tree had to come down as well, 
as it was no longer stable without its sibling. However, the 
original, well-engineered, core structure is still strong. As a 

family, we are restoring as much of the house as possible.
As GELIA members, many with multi-generational camps, 
you know that our camps aren’t merely houses. If you’ve 
read Newichawannock Reflections, you’ll recall that The 
Needles was built in 1908 and purchased by my great 
grandparents in 1917. It is a huge part of our family’s 
heritage. Owning a large parcel of land on GEL is a 
stewardship we take very seriously. Our parcel is made 
of forested wetland, vital to the health and cleanliness 
of this pristine lake. It is the foremost reason we have 
never subdivided the property, which would allow all 
family members unlimited access to separate houses. 
Our hard-earned summers are interrupted almost daily 
by trespassers, most of whom are very respectful and 
understanding when we explain the importance of 
staying off the land (unfortunately, many others have 
been aggressive and even threatened us, requiring police 
intervention). As we rebuild, our goal is to preserve the 
original structure's ambiance, while upgrading some things 
to ensure its safety for the next 100 years; the kitchen and 
chimney had to come down, for instance. Continuing our 
ancestors’ tradition, the health of the lake and environment 
are our foremost considerations guiding the project and 
we will continue to access AWWA and GELIA for guidance. 

As I write this, The Needles is twelve feet up in the air; new 
footings are being installed and the structure reinforced. It 
is a quite a sight and I encourage boaters to check it out 
from the safety of the water! Construction will continue 
year-round, through 2022. We have taken to calling the 
semi-new house “The Needles 2.0.” This is simply the next 
chapter in its long history. If you see our family enjoying 
the beach during construction, feel free to say hello and 
ask any questions!

Your GEL Neighbor,
Cory Sells

The Needles 1.0 with pine trees. Damage to the house shown in the days
 following the storm.

October 2021 status – mid-construction.
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President’s Column
Dear GELIA Member,

Our fall/winter newsletter summarizes our activities from 
the last summer season. Typically, I write the President’s 
Column in November. However, this cycle I am writing 
it in March. There will be more about this delay later in 
the column.

2021 was a very productive year for GELIA. We returned 
to a more normal schedule for water sampling and are 
pleased to report that the water quality in GEL remains 
outstanding. In the spring we conducted a watershed 
survey together with AWWA, ME DEP and NH DES. It 
identified a number of sites which would benefit from 
remediation to mitigate erosion and nutrient pollution. 
We again used the Weed Warrior to survey the lake for 
invasive plants. Our Lake Host Program performed over 
3000 inspections and had a total of 15 “saves.” Finally, 
GELIA started a new initiative called “Love Our Lake” 
to help protect the welfare of the lake and to promote 
positive lake community values. You can read more 
about these and other topics in this Newsletter.

So why the delay in writing the column to complete the 
newsletter? We “held the presses” in order to include 
some important news. 

In response to expressions of concern by numerous 
GELIA members, in 2019 GELIA hired legal counsel 
and a professional engineer to assist us in opposing a 
proposed subdivision on Youngs Ridge Road. Over the 
ensuing months, we made numerous appearances and 
communications to permitting entities and spent many 
hours in direct communication with the developer’s 
team. Our goal was never to stop lawful and reasonable 
development, but to ensure that any development 
followed state and local requirements and protected the 
lake as much as possible.

Last spring, we began exploring the possibility of 
a settlement. We had several productive sessions 
between the GELIA team and the developer’s team 
which lead to the signing of a Term Sheet in July 2021 
and GELIA dropping its appeal to the Acton Zoning 
Board of Appeals. Between July 2021 and March 2022 
both sides worked to resolve all remaining issues. On 
March 8, 2022, a Settlement Agreement was signed and 
we dropped our opposition to the development.

The Settlement Agreement places terms and conditions 
on the development. These include the number of 
total lots (9), the number of shorefront lots (3) and 

limitations on access by non-shorefront lot owners to 
the lake and beach area. There are also limitations on 
dock size, moorings, the number of motorized boats 
per shorefront lot and motorized vehicles on the trail 
crossing and shoreland area. The Settlement Agreement 
establishes incremental meadow and forest regrowth 
buffers around the wetland and stream as well as 
requires the replanting of dozens of native trees. GELIA 
has scheduled inspections and the right to bring action 
to enforce the agreement should there be a violation. 

While the negotiations were lengthy and sometimes 
difficult, the interactions were always cordial as both 
sides worked in good faith to resolve all the issues. I 
believe that the agreement provides for development 
and use which are aligned with the rights of property 
owners and the character of the lake and provides for 
protection of the water resources above what would 
be required by state and local authorities. If you have 
any questions or concerns, please contact me at pres@
greateastlake.org. If you observe something on the 
property which causes you concern, please contact me 
and please do not disturb anyone on the property. Such 
interactions may interfere with their enjoyment of the 
property. As we all strive to be good lake neighbors and 
strengthen our lake community, we encourage all GELIA 
members to continue to respect others’ property and 
privacy. 

We would not have reached this settlement without the 
support provided by the GELIA board and the hundreds 
of donors to the “legal fund” which paid for this effort. 

GELIA needs one more round of fundraising to pay the 
final legal bills and pay for expenses associated with 
monitoring the approval process and inspections. No 
agreement is any better than the follow through. We 
have a goal of $20,000. If you are able to support these 
important efforts, please make a check out to GELIA 
and mail it to GELIA, PO Box 911, Sanbornville, NH 
03872.

Finally, I would like to thank the GELIA Directors who 
served on the “Control Group” that managed the 
activities of the lawyer and engineer, Dana Bridges, 
David Upton, Rich Sigel and Thomas Lynch, who helped 
guide GELIA through this process; and the outstanding 
work done by our lawyer, Amy Tchao of Drummond 
Woodson and our engineer, Jack Gagnon of Oakpoint 
Associates.

Respectfully,

Charles Crespi, GELIA President
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LOONS
W R I T T E N  B Y
Chuck Hodsdon and Charles Crespi

2021 had both good news and bad news regarding 
the loons of Great East Lake. As many of you know, we 
typically have four territorial pairs of loons. They are 
referred to by the places they usually nest: Scribner River, 
Copp Brook, Loon Island and Second Basin.

The Scribner River pair has produced the most chicks 
over recent years. The Copp Brook pair has also been 
productive, but this nesting site is the most vulnerable 
to predators. This year the Loon Preservation Committee 
(LPC) devoted incremental resources to study the Loon 
Island and Second Basin pairs in an effort to determine 
why neither has produced many chicks in recent years. Is 
there something that can be done to improve reproductive 
success? Hopefully they will find some answers.

During nesting season, a dead loon was reported near 
its nest in the Scribner River. We assisted the wildlife 
biologist from the LPC to recover the dead loon and the 
egg. The loon showed no signs of physical trauma and the 
test for lead poisoning was negative. It had been banded 
as an adult more than 20 years ago so the cause of death 
may be age-related. While there was still time in the 
season for the remaining Scribner River loon to mate and 
raise chicks, it did not do so.

Continued on next page

WATERSHED SURVEY
W R I T T E N  B Y
Bob Stearns

We are pleased announce that the Great East Lake 2021 
Watershed Report is now finished and will be available on 
the GELIA website shortly. Many thanks to Jon Balanoff, 
the AWWA Executive Director, for his perseverance in 
seeing the project through to this point.

We all know that our lake is very clear and clean, but 
the challenge before us is to keep it that way for future 
generations. The survey identified many sites throughout 
the watershed that threaten its present condition. Here is a 
quick summary of the findings:

 • 25 sites were identified as having a high impact on  
  water quality

 • 97 sites with medium impact

 • 101 sites with low impact

Of these 200+ sites about half of them require no-cost or 
low-cost remediation. The other half are more involved, 
more technically challenging and will have greater expense 
associated with them. Please keep in mind that AWWA’s 
Youth Conservation Corps (YCC) is available to assist with 
remediation projects and property owners need only pay 
the cost for materials, not labor.

In the weeks ahead GELIA will send out letters and emails 
to all participating members informing them if erosion 
issues were found on their property or not. If issues were 
found, you will be provided with details of the findings and 
suggested remediation methods. 

If you do not receive a letter or email and would like to 
inquire about findings on your property you can send 
your request to either the GELIA Watershed Committee 
email or the AWWA email address listed below to request 
that information. Please provide your name, the property 
owner’s name and the property address in your request.

 • info@AWwatersheds.org

 • watershedsurvey@greateastlake.org

 • Or call AWWA at 603-473-2500

We urge all property owners to read the report as it’s filled 
with useful information, helpful remediation options and 
best practices for all kinds of issues. We also want to stress 
the importance of addressing issues promptly should any 
be identified on your property. 

Thank you again to all those who assisted with this survey 
and thanks to everyone for helping to keep our lake as 
clean, clear and beautiful as we possibly can.
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LOONS Continued

The Loon Island pair nested on Loon Island and the 
wildlife biologist checked on the nest several times over 
the course of the season. Unfortunately, the nest was 
flooded after a heavy rain and the egg died. The LPC 
wildlife biologist recovered the dead egg.

The Second Basin pair again nested on Lamb Chop Island 
near the entrance to the Second Basin. They had nested 
in the same location last year, but their nest was flooded 
in a heavy rain. This year two chicks hatched, and both 
survived. Beginning at some point in August one of the 
chicks separated from its parents. It was capable of diving 
and feeding itself by this time and although unusual to 
separate so early the wildlife biologist said that such 
behaviors do happen from time to time. We last saw the 
chicks in late September. Once they leave the lake where 
they hatched, immature loons typically stay in the ocean 
for several years before returning to freshwater lakes to 
breed. 

On September 
2nd, Cheryl Peters 
reported that one 
of the Second 
Basin loons was 
in great distress. 
It had swallowed 
a fish with a hook 
and line. The 
hook had become 
lodged in its 

esophagus and the line had caught plant debris. The loon 
eventually beached itself on the shore near Anderson 
Cove Road. The LPC came and captured it, first taking 
it to a wildlife veterinarian in Concord, NH and then to 
Tufts School of Veterinary Medicine in Worcester, MA. 
Unfortunately, the loon could not be saved and had to be 
euthanized. 

The Copp Brook pair did not nest this year. One possible 
reason that the Copp Brook pair has been unsuccessful of 
late is that the brook in that area has become a popular 
fishing spot.  

The NH loon census was conducted in mid-July and 
ten adults and two chicks were counted on Great East. 
Statewide 495 adults, 71 chicks, and 6 immatures were 
counted on that survey day  

Many thanks to the Ring Family who gave up the use of 
Lamb Chop Island (also called Uncle Bill’s Island) while 
the loons were on the nest and to Cheryl Peters and Doris 
Jaworski who assisted in the recovery of the injured loon.

WATER QUALITY
W R I T T E N  B Y
Chuck Hodsdon

The staff of the Lakes Lay Monitoring Program at 
UNH made 4 visits to each of our four testing sites 
this year.  In addition, we made one additional round 
of visits to our four sites on October 5th.
 
The Secchi Disk transparencies over the summer at 
the 3 deep water sites averaged about 10 meters. 
That means that the 8” diameter black and white 
disk was visible to the naked eye through a scope 
at a depth of about 30 ft.  By comparison we had a 
Secchi Disk reading of 14 meters a couple of years 
ago, but readings in the 10-meter range place Great 
East Lake’s clarity as among the clearest of all lakes 
in NH. Nationwide, NH is known to have some of the 
cleanest lakes in the country.
  
Additional measurements were made: chlorophyll is 
1.5 mg/l, dissolved color is 10 CPU, and bottom total 
phosphorus is 5.6 mg/l.

These measurements let us know that our lake 
continues to exhibit outstanding water quality.
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ELECTION RESULTS
W R I T T E N  B Y  David Upton 
Nominating Committee Chair, GELIA

The 2021 paper ballots asking GELIA members to vote on the proposed 
By-Law change to allow up to three terms for Officers and to vote on the 
President and Treasurer positions were counted in early September. 

The GELIA Board of Directors had recommended to the Membership 
that the By-Laws be amended to allow for three consecutive terms for 
Officers while retaining the requirement that no Board member may 
serve in any capacity for more than 10 consecutive years.

The membership voted with 165 votes in favor of the By-Law change 
and 5 votes opposed. The proposed amendment to the By-Laws was 
approved.

The Board of Directors nominated Charles Crespi for reelection to a 
third term as President and Jeff Lebida for reelection to a third term as 
Treasurer.

The membership voted with 141 votes in favor of these nominations 
and 2 votes opposed. With this vote, Charles Crespi was elected to a 
third term as President and Jeff Lebida was elected to a third term as 
Treasurer.

Thanks to all the GELIA members for your support and participation.

GELIA BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS
President Charles Crespi

Vice-President Dana Bridges

Treasurer Jeffrey Lebida

Secretary Susi Alvino

Directors Lindsey Berube 
 Selene Berube 
 John Crespi
 Jenn Dropski
 Adam Fennelly
 Chuck Hodsdon
 Sergio Jaramillo
 Tom Knowlton
 Tom Lynch 
 Dave Mankus
 Rich Sigel 
 Bob Stearns
 David Upton
 Carol Ward

Map from 1914
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CYANOBACTERIA
W R I T T E N  B Y
Charles Crespi

The purpose of this article is to provide some information 
about cyanobacteria which were again observed in Great 
East Lake in August 2021. Further information can be 
found on the NH DES and ME DEP website links below.

On August 9th I received a report of potential 
cyanobacteria in the Second Basin. By chance, I was on 
the lake with the loon biologist and the scientists from 
UNH were on the lake for routine water sampling. We took 
scoop samples of the material and transferred them to 
the UNH scientists. In the lab, the material was identified 
as a cyanobacteria from the genus Planktothrix (https://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Planktothrix). Information and 
pictures were posted on the Great East Lake Facebook 
page. 

Below are some questions and answers.

What are cyanobacteria? 

Cyanobacteria are ancient, ubiquitous organisms. They 
were the first photosynthetic organisms and they started 
the process of producing our oxygen rich atmosphere. 
Wikipedia has more information. https://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/Cyanobacteria

Why are cyanobacteria of concern? 

Cyanobacteria produce an array of chemicals (called 
cyanotoxins) which are harmful to multiple organ systems. 
They can cause illness and death.

Are Planktothrix cyanobacteria of concern? 
Yes. Planktothrix are known to produce cyanotoxins.

What causes cyanobacterial blooms? 
Cyanobacteria are everywhere, typically at low levels. 
An increase in nutrients (phosphorous and nitrogen) and 
elevated water temperatures can cause a bloom. Heavy 
rains erode nutrient-containing sediments into the lake 
which is one of the reasons why all waterfront properties 
should control erosion.

Where were the cyanobacteria observed in Great East 
Lake? 
This year they were observed in the Second Basin along its 
south shore (Lakeside Drive) and its east shore (Sunset Blvd 
and Fulton Rd), near the wetland at the south end of the 
First Basin and at the entrance to Scribner River. In prior 
years they were reported in Copp Brook.

Was this the first time cyanobacteria were observed in 
Great East Lake? 

No. Similar levels of Planktothrix have been observed in 
the Second Basin and elsewhere three times over the past 
five years.

Do cyanobacteria “move around”? 

Yes. They travel up and down through the water column 
and the wind can move them around a water body. 

What do Planktothrix look like? 

In Great East Lake it looks like flecks or chips of green or 
yellow green paint either on the surface or in the water 
column. They can also look like pollen suspended in 
the water column. Remember, pine and oak pollen are 
released in the spring when the water is cold and the risk 
of a cyanobacteria bloom is low.

If I see cyanobacteria what should I do? 
Keep pets and humans out of that water. Dogs, because 
they tend to lick the cyanobacteria off of their fur, 
frequently die from cyanotoxin exposure. Human illnesses 
and deaths appear to be rare but many ER doctors are not 
all well-trained to recognize poisoning by cyanotoxins.

Where can I get more information and who should I 
contact if I suspect there is a cyanobacteria bloom? 

Both NH DES (https://www.des.nh.gov/sites/g/files/
ehbemt341/files/documents/2020-01/wmb-10.pdf) and 
Maine DEP (https://www.maine.gov/dep/water/lakes/
cyanobacteria.html) have published information and how 
to contact them about cyanobacteria.
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WEED WATCHERS
W R I T T E N  B Y
Charles Crespi

Invasive plant species continue to be a significant threat 
to Great East Lake. Invasive milfoils have infested nearby 
lakes for years and these are primarily transported by boats 
which is why all plant material must be removed from 
boats prior to launch. So far we have managed to keep 
milfoil out of Great East Lake. More recently, European 
Naiad (Latin name Najas minor), has infested Milton Three 
Ponds and Arrowhead Lake. The seeds of this invasive 
species can be transported by waterfowl which frequent 
our wetlands.

This summer we conducted 11 weed patrols in the Weed 
Warrior glass bottom pontoon boat from July 9th to 
August 6th. We were able to survey the entire shoreline 
of the main lake, Copp Brook, the First Basin, the Second 
Basin and most of the Third Basin. (The water lilies were 
too dense in the northern third). We sampled a number 
of plants that appeared somewhat suspicious but upon 
analysis all were determined to be native. 

We surveyed the Wakefield public boat launch On July 
25th. As usual, there were very few plants and all were 
native. On July 22nd we used the Weed Warrior to 
thoroughly survey the Maine public boat launch and only 
native plants were observed. These two high-risk areas 
were negative for milfoil.

The Scribner River was surveyed with the Weed Warrior 
and three kayaks on August 6th. Last year we had 
observed a large amount of native naiad in this area. This 
year we pulled 70 naiad samples and examined them 
under magnification. With native naiads the leaf edges 
are smooth while the invasive naiad has rough edges. All 
samples proved to be native. 

On August 4th we surveyed the wetland in the northeast 
corner of the Second Basin. This area, like the Scribner 
River, has a high concentration of plants. A significant 
amount of naiad was observed and we pulled 20 samples. 
One naiad sample had rough edges on the leaves and 
was of concern. This sample was taken to Lake Stewards 
of Maine for identification and fortunately, it was a native 
naiad, Najas gracillima and NOT invasive. 

Overall, no invasive plants were found in Great East 
Lake last summer.

Above is an image of the 2021 map where we record the surveys and observations.

This survey work 
was made possible 
by your generous 
support of GELIA 
and the assistance 
of several dozen 
volunteers. Thank 
you all.

If you wish to 
volunteer in 2022, 
the surveys begin 
in the first half of 
July and continue 
into early August. 
Around this time 
please keep 
an eye on the 
Great East Lake 
Facebook page for 
announcements.
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LOVE OUR LAKE
Love Our Lake is a GELIA project aimed at expanding the 
reach and visibility of the Association’s work to a broader 
audience of lake users.

Consistent with GELIA’s mission, the aim of Love Our Lake 
is to protect the welfare of the lake through education 
and the promotion of positive lake community values. We 
hope to increase awareness about issues facing the lake, 
strengthen community pride and maintain the quality of 
life for all who enjoy the lake. 

Everyone reading this newsletter probably knows the 
important work GELIA does to protect the lake – whether 
in the areas of water quality, loon preservation, boating 
safety and promoting respect and courtesy for our 
neighbors. But there are many users of the lake who 
probably aren’t reading this newsletter and the question is, 
how can GELIA best reach them? 

At GELIA’s annual meeting in August we collected 
information about issues of interest to members and 
the methods of communication they thought were most 
effective for reaching the GEL community. 

First, we asked people to vote by placing marbles in a 
jar representing the topics most important to them. 60 
people participated. “Respect and Courtesy” was the 
top-rated issue, followed by “Water Quality,” “Loons and 
Wildlife” and “Boating Safety.”

Second, we asked people to rank the effectiveness of 
various means of communicating with the GEL community. 
“Email” and “Social Media/Facebook” came out on top, 
followed by the “GELIA web page” and “Traditional 
newsletter/mailing.” 

We thank 
everyone who 
participated in 
these surveys. 
While the 
samples were 
small, the 
information 
collected will 

help shape our work in the months ahead as we look to 
expand the reach of GELIA communications. 

At its fall meeting, GELIA also voted to create a 
communications subcommittee to continue the planning 
work around these issues. The subcommittee will report 
back to the Board on its progress and recommendations 
by the Spring 2022 Board meeting.

MEMBERSHIP UPDATE
W R I T T E N  B Y
Susi Alvino and Carol Ward

We’d like to thank all GELIA Members who donated this 
season. Continuing challenges for the health and safety of 
our families and friends and an excessively wet July did not 
deter our loyal members. This year we have 427 members 
which is an increase from 406 in 2020. Membership from 
Lake Forest Resort is up from 26 to 35 members and we 
are thankful for the $3,900+ from their charity events. 
The 2021 donations toward dues totaled $52,390 which 
is an increase of $10,197 over 2020. Contributions to the 
Invasive Species Defense Fund increased by $1100 over 
last year to $6,515. 

 We welcome the following 16 new members: 

Especially in this difficult year we are so grateful for all of 
our new and loyal members. You all are an integral part of 
our association, and we’d like to extend special thanks to 
the generosity of our Supporters, Sponsors, Patrons, and 
Stewards.

Please encourage your neighbors to join our organization!

• Timothy & Gail Barbour

• Deborah Bedard

• Marcel & Jane Comtois

• Scot Cousins

• Cynthia Fordham

• Janet Pardo

• Jean Poehler

• Dave & Marilyn Prentice

• Douglas & Sheila Ross

• Jerome and Judell Schlachter

• David & Bibianne St. Hilaire

• Rob & Alison Tozier

• Matt & Joanne Vincent

• Robert & Annette Woodbury

• Don & Judy Worthington

• Martha Wylie
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AWWA UPDATE
W R I T T E N  B Y
By Jon Balanoff, Executive Director

Despite a summer of 
drought and intense rain, 
Great East Lake still boasts 
pristine water quality by 
all metrics, and The Acton 
Wakefield Watersheds 
Alliance (AWWA) has 
been collaborating with 
the Great East Lake 
community extensively 
this year to make sure it 
stays that way. 

Last Spring, AWWA and GELIA volunteers conducted 
a watersheds survey of the entire lake. The goal of this 
survey was to identify all sources of erosion on the lake, 
since erosion is the primary source of lake water pollution. 
GELIA did this survey 12 years ago and renewing it allows 
the lake community to see what problems have been 
solved and identify new erosion issues as well. Over the 
next ten years, eliminating erosion will be the best way 
to maintain the high level of water quality that Great East 
Lake enjoys. 

The watershed survey not only identifies erosion sources, 
but it makes erosion control recommendations for every 
site found. These have been compiled into a report for the 
lake community. Any property owner that has erosion on 
their property can use this report to see what their specific 
recommendations are. These recommendations are often 
basic erosion control landscaping practices that are simple 
enough for a property owner to do themselves. 

For larger erosion control projects the property owner 
can hire a landscaping company or recruit AWWA’s 
Youth Conservation Corps (YCC) to perform the work. 
As a nonprofit, AWWA does not charge for the YCC’s 
labor and the property owner need only purchase the 
required landscaping materials (mulch, stone, etc.) For 
very expensive projects, such as road repairs, AWWA and 
GELIA can use the survey results to apply for grant funding 
from the state. After the last survey, we received funding 
for multiple road projects on Great East and this new 
survey qualifies us for this funding once again. In short, 
this survey has created many opportunities for the Great 
East Lake community to participate in conserving and 
protecting the lake, thanks to dedicated volunteers and 
broad community support. 

LAKE HOST PROGRAM
W R I T T E N  B Y
Selene Berube

It was another busy year at the Great East Ramp with 
over 3000 inspections again! Our defense against aquatic 
invasive species continues to be strong as we had a total 
of 15 saves throughout the season. To say that our Lake 
Hosts worked hard this year is an understatement. Devlin, 
Emma, Jordan, Kaela, Kaitlyn, Lindsey, Nicole and Scott 
collectively worked over 1000 hours and were a crucial part 
of spreading the “Clean, Drain, Dry” mantra to the slew of 
new boaters who visited the lake. 

The end of the season brought new challenges with the 
early departure of many of our Lake Hosts as colleges 
opened back up for on-campus learning. We were 
fortunate, however, that GELIA members stepped up to 
volunteer to keep the ramp well-staffed for the busy Labor 
Day weekend. I cannot give thanks enough to Susi Alvino 
(Secretary for GELIA), Carol Ward (Director for GELIA), 
Bob Stearns (newsletter coordinator for GELIA), Tom Lynch 
(GELIA Control Group), and Bob Berube (GELIA member) 
for their help.

Our Lake Host program depends greatly on the support 
of GELIA members and locals. On behalf of the GEL Lake 
Hosts, thank you for a wonderful 2021 season! We look 
forward to a busy (and less rainy) 2022. 

If you or someone you know would like to be a part of 
the Lake Host program as either a worker or a volunteer, 
please reach out to me, Selene Berube, at 
sbvb118@gmail.com. For students interested in gaining 
volunteer hours our Lake Host program would be perfect 
for you!

Since AWWA’s inception, we have helped develop 
watershed surveys for the lakes of Great East, Lovell, 
Ivanhoe, Horn Pond, Wilson, Province, and most recently 
in 2021, Pine River Pond. We are focused on assisting all 
lakes in our region with watershed management and best 
practices for protecting water quality. 

As the pandemic begins to wane, we have also been able 
to reestablish our science programs in the Acton and 
Wakefield middle schools to bring this knowledge to future 
lake users and decision makers. Despite the environmental 
challenges we face, the lake community is well positioned 
to address them and we are setting ourselves up for 
success by identifying problems before they cause bigger 
ones. 
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